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Rice Police Academy Works to Build Stronger, Safer Community

insider’s knowledge of the university police 
department’s officers, civilian personnel and 
functions. 

The comprehensive instruction covers 
different facets of the department each week. 
Officers, supervisors and civilian personnel 
conduct each instructional block. In addition, 
instructors from the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office and Houston Police De-
partment SWAT Team participate.

The academy, offered each spring semes-
ter, is comprised of a cross section of the Rice 
community — students, faculty, staff and Rice 
neighbors. The objective is to provide a foun-
dation from which the participants can make 
informed decisions and judgments about the 
police department and police activity. 

After attending a course at the Rice Universi-
ty Citizens Police Academy, Dolores Thacker 
said that she now has a greater appreciation 
for police officers and a better understanding 
of her surroundings.

“I attended this program for safety 
reasons,” said Thacker, the marketing coor-
dinator for Rice University’s Jesse H. Jones 
Graduate School of Management. “I got tons 
of information and learned about personal 
protection.”

Now in its fourth year, the Citizens Po-
lice Academy was created to help members 
of the community better understand univer-
sity law enforcement. Sgt. Jim Baylor devel-
oped the project, which includes 39 hours of 
instruction and provides the public with an 

During the six-week course, students 
hear presentations on such diverse topics as 
police training, communications, criminal 
investigations, alcohol and drugs, firearm 
safety, and patrol and tactical operations. Em-
phasis is placed on the community-oriented 
policing style, which is the cornerstone of the 
Rice University Police Department. This phi-
losophy depends on the joint efforts of police 
and community to positively impact safety.

Perhaps the most enjoyable part, for stu-
dents and instructors alike, is the hands-on 
portion of the academy training. Students 
are given the opportunity to make simulated 
traffic stops, fire law enforcement weaponry, 
conduct a crime scene investigation, and 
search for the “bad guy” following a class on 
building search taught by tactical officers. 

“It was quite interesting,” said Thacker. “I 
didn’t want to miss a night because I thought 
I might miss something important. I liked 
this course so much, I wanted them to give 
me a badge and a gun — but they wouldn’t 
do it.” 

—Sgt. Jim Baylor and
Capt. Dianna Marshall
Rice University Police Department
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Students at the Citizens Police Academy receive hands-on training on the finer points of 
handcuffing a suspect.

Sandra Baylor, department coordinator 
for civil and environmental engineering, 
prepares to handcuff a “suspect” following a 
simulated felony traffic stop. Ivy Gonzalez, 
academic and Web coordinator for compu-
tational and applied mathematics, provides 
backup cover.

undergraduate students, focusing on histori-
cal developments in the diverse communities 
of Houston. “I am awed by the unique socio-
political research materials available only in 
Houston,” said Pinn, a relative newcomer to 
Houston and the Rice community.

The local speaker series, the project’s 
third component, will enrich and encourage 
campuswide communication, as well as dia-
logue between Rice and the diverse commu-

nities of Houston. Presentations will occur 
both on and off campus.

The Here initiative is supported by the 
Baker Institute, the Office of the Provost, 
the Humanities Research Center and The  
Boniuk Center.

—Jan West
Assistant Director
Multicultural Community Relations

“I didn’t want to miss a 
night because I thought  
I  might miss something  
important.”
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From the Office of 
Multicultural Community 
Relations and the Office 
of the Associate Provost 
at Rice University

David D. Medina, director, Multicultural Community Relations
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